
VENTURA COUNTY REGIONAL ENERGY ALLIANCE 
800 S Victoria Avenue ∙ Ventura, California  93009 

(805)654-3874  vcrea.admin@ventura.org 
www.vcenergy.org 

 
Collaborating to address good energy stewardship in the Ventura County region 

 
 
 
Date: May 17, 2023 
 
TO: Board Members Agenda Distribution 
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Subject: Board of Directors Meeting Agenda for May 18, 2023 
 
 
 
Attached are materials for: 
 
ITEM 11- 3C-REN PROGRAM OVERVIEW- Presentation regarding the Tri-County Regional 
Energy Network (3C-REN) – a presentation has been submitted.  
 
ITEM 13- RECEIVE AND FILE THE PROGARM UPDATE- Support Letters have been 
submitted. 
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RE: ITEM 11- 3C-REN PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
 
Presentation regarding the Tri-County Regional Energy Network (3C-REN) has been submitted.  
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Advancing Energy Efficiency by 
Supporting Building Professionals and 
Households in the Tri-County Region

May 18, 2023

Ian Logan, 3C-REN & County of Ventura Sustainability Division



3C-REN: Tri-County 
Regional Energy Network

 Three counties working together to improve 
energy efficiency in the region

 Services for –
 Building Professionals: industry events, training, 

and energy code compliance support

 Households: free and discounted home 
upgrades





Home Energy Savings 
Programs Overview



• Competitive/discounted pricing available from 
enrolled contractors

• Especially discounted pricing for "Hard to Reach"
customers

• Quality work because contractor payments are tied 
to performance

• Stackable with CCCE and TECH Clean California 
incentive programs

Single Family Program (1-4 Units)

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/for-residents#!directory



Eligibility Criteria

• Single-family residential customer (includes mobile/manufactured homes)

• Live within the 3C-REN territory and receive IOU or CCA service

• No added solar within 12 months

• Lived at the home for at least 12 months



How to Participate: Connect with a 
Contractor

1. Visit 3C-REN.org/for-residents

2. Complete the interest form 

AND/OR

Search for a contractor

3. Complete your energy upgrade project



Check out a DIY Home Energy Savings 
Toolkit from County Libraries!

 Guidebook:

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/diy-savings



Multifamily Home Energy 
Savings Program Overview



• No cost energy assessment helps you find out 
where you can save most

• Whole building base rebates

• $500 - $750 per apartment

• Up to $1,000 back for each high efficiency heat 
pump water heater or furnace replacement

Multifamily Program (5+ Units)

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/multifamily



Eligibility

• Located in the counties of San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Barbara, or Ventura

• Existing Multifamily property with 5 or more 
residential dwelling units

• Utility service from PG&E, SCE, or SoCalGas

• Qualified projects include 3+ measures and 
save over 0.25 MT of CO2e per unit



Measure level rebates are available if the 
project qualifies for the base rebate
Additive Measure Rebates Rebate

In-unit Measures
In-unit Heat Pump Water Heater $1,000 per item

In-unit Heat Pump HVAC $1,000 per item
In-unit Heat Pump Clothes Dryer $250 per item
In-unit Induction Cooktop $350 per item
Central System Measures
Central Heat Pump Water Heater $800 per apt served*

Central Heat Pump HVAC $800 per apt served
Common Area Measures
Common Area Heat Pump HVAC $1,000

Laundry/Common Area HP Water Heater $1,000

Heat Pump Pool Heater $1,500
*Project cap of $100,000 for Central HPWH systems



No-Cost Technical Assistance

• Energy bill analysis

• In-person site assessment

• Scope of Work Development

• Support during the contracting 
and implementation of measures

• One-stop-shop to connect with other 
program rebates



Energy Code Connect



 Serves all building professionals
 Several services –

 Energy Code Coach
 Training and Support
 Regional Forums
 Reach Code Support
 Free HERS Rater Training

 Makes the Energy Code easy to follow

20 Training Courses – 500 Attendees

3 Regional Forums – 200 Attendees

6 Jurisdictions Pursuing Reach Codes

20 NEW HERS Raters in the Area

Hot code topics:

Compliance Documentation

PV and Storage Requirements

ADU Requirements

EV Charging, Embodied Carbon, and 
More!

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/energy-code-connect



 Personalized LOCAL support for all building 
professionals Energy Code and CalGreen needs

 Online, over the phone, in-person support
 Customizable Training Opportunities
 Response within 24 Hours!

Energy Code Coach

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/energy-code-coach



 Energy Code 101
 Single Family, Multifamily, and Nonresidential
 ADU’s, Existing/Additions/Alterations
 CalGreen Building Standards
 HERS Rater Training
 Certified Energy Analyst (CEA)

Energy Code and CalGreen
Building Standards Training



Resources



Building Performance Training



• For designers, contractors, building & 
safety staff, realtors and more

• Offers learning units & certifications

• Topics: building science, energy code, 
decarbonizing technologies, Passive 
House and more

50+ free events held

1,100+ individuals trained

3,100+ total event attendees 
since 2019!

Highlights for 2022:

 BPT helps workers thrive as industry evolves
 Serving current and prospective professionals 

with:
 Technical skills for the existing workforce 

(building envelope, heat pump technology)
 Foundational building science for emerging 

professionals (high schools, trade 
schools, and colleges)

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/building-performance-training



 High Schools
 Community College
 Career Technical

Guest Speaker Series



High Performance 
Fundamentals Series and 
Certificate
1. High Performance Buildings & Careers

2. Using Building Science to Design and Build High 
Performance Homes

3. Crafting High Performance Enclosures: Roofs, Walls, 
and Floors

4. Water Heating Distribution Best Practices

5. Heat Pump Fundamentals: Space Conditioning and 
Water Heating

6. Home Assessments for Decarbonization



 In-person trainings recently offered in San 
Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara

 5-part online series for AIA Ventura begins 
May 23rd
 Course topics:

 Targeting ZNCD

 Energy Performance

 Energy-Water Nexus

 Reducing Embodied Carbon

 Regenerative Design in Practice

Zero Net Carbon Design

Learn More: https://www.3c-ren.org/calendar-of-events-and-trainings/



New Business Plan



New Programs Coming to
the Region via 3C-REN

 New Business Plan for Programs Starting in 
2024

 Public Sector

 Commercial Sector, and

 Agriculture Sector

 $155,367,654 of Rate Payer Funding Coming 
to the Region if approved by the CPUC



Learn More
Events and 
Training
3c-ren.org/events

Energy Code 
Coach
3c-ren.org/codes
805.220.9991

Home Energy 
Savings
3c-ren.org/home



Get Involved!

Visit 3C-REN.org

For questions:
info@3C-REN.org or
Ian.logan@ventura.org

mailto:info@3C-REN.org


Questions?
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April 3, 2023 
 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol, First Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Toni Atkins 
Senate President pro Tempore 
State Capitol, Room 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Anthony Rendon 
Speaker of the Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 219 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Nancy Skinner 
Chair, Senate Committee on Budget 
State Capitol, Room 8630 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

The Honorable Phil Ting 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Budget 
State Capitol, Room 8230 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Josh Becker  
Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee #2 
State Capitol, Room 7250 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Steve Bennett 
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee #3 
State Capitol, Room 4710 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
 
 
 

RE: Proposed Climate Program Cuts in the Governor’s January Proposed Budget 
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Dear State Leadership: 

On behalf of the 45 undersigned agencies and organizations, representing a diverse coalition of 
dedicated organizations working to advance climate action and resilience-building efforts 
across the state, we urge you to fully restore the proposed cuts to vital climate and energy 
programs in the Governor’s January Proposed Budget. 

We commend State leaders for elevating California as a climate leader on the global stage 
through your ongoing commitments and actions to address the rapidly worsening impacts of 
climate change and by targeting investments to support our state’s most under-resourced and 
vulnerable communities. Through your leadership, the State has adopted ambitious policies, 
piloted effective programs, and created innovative financing models, many of which are now 
being replicated across our nation and beyond. 

While State investments and commitments to-date have established California as a 

global climate leader, California remains on the frontlines of climate-induced disasters. 

In addition to the deadly wildfires, droughts, extreme heat events, and floods that have 
devastated communities in recent years, this winter brought a series of atmospheric river 
storms that our most vulnerable communities are still grappling with. These record-breaking 
storms have taken the lives of dozens of Californians, forced tens of thousands to evacuate, and 
left hundreds of thousands stranded. Communities across the state – coastal and inland, urban 
and rural – are still experiencing multiple and shifting isolated areas due to flooding, fallen 
trees, downed power lines, compromised transportation infrastructure, and mudslides making 
critical roadways impassable. Collapsed roofs, flooded buildings, damaged levees, and 
contaminated agricultural fields are just some of the initial storm impacts that require 
immediate attention. Rebuilding from the full aftermath of these storms will come at a hefty 
price for the State and impacted local jurisdictions, businesses, and homeowners; costs that 
could have been avoided with earlier investments in climate-resilient infrastructure.  

These recent storms serve as wakeup call for the urgent need to invest in climate 

resilience and a somber reminder that the worst of climate change has yet to arrive. 

We recognize that the magnitude, pace, and catastrophic impacts of climate change in 
California have been extraordinary and devastating, putting our families and neighbors in 
harm’s way today and into the future. The combined effects of extreme heat, wildfires, 
drought, flooding, and sea level rise are rapidly accelerating, threatening the lives, public 
health, and safety of millions of Californians and nearly every industry that drives our economy 
– both locally and as a state. As climate impacts accelerate, State investments must also 
accelerate to protect and prepare California communities and businesses to not only survive, 
but thrive in the face of a changing climate. Fully restoring State climate investments to match 
prior commitments is one important step towards sustaining and growing the level of 
investments needed to address the existential crisis of climate change. 

We also recognize that climate impacts will not be felt uniformly. Historically marginalized and 
under-resourced communities that have shouldered the largest health burdens and face the 
greatest economic barriers, particularly Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) 
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communities, unhoused populations, people with disabilities, and low-income households, will 
continue to be disproportionately impacted by climate change. The State has made tremendous 
progress towards centering policy and investment decisions in equity; however, the proposed 
cuts to climate programs will hinder this important progress and directly impact our most 
vulnerable communities. 

Restoring the proposed climate program cuts will demonstrate your leadership, not only 

during budget surplus years but especially when faced with budget challenges.  

While the climate crisis may seem insurmountable, it is important to recognize that the 
widespread and interconnected nature of climate impacts also extends to the benefits that will 
be realized through early and coordinated action to build resilience. Enhancing the resilience of 
any one system (e.g., energy) will enhance the resilience of others (e.g., transportation), and 
the scale of climate impacts that we face in California requires immediate investments across 
all sectors to set this positive cycle in motion. On the other hand, cutting funds for climate 
programs will have major implications for the state, particularly the health and wellbeing of 
Californians, community livability, and economic vitality. We fully acknowledge that difficult 
budget decisions lie ahead, and believe that climate investments could be the key to addressing 
this year’s budget deficit by leveraging these investments to advance multi-benefit solutions 
and support other State priorities, such as workforce development and affordable housing.  

With federal funding on the horizon and growing momentum for climate action in local 
communities, now is the time for the State to increase climate investments. Communities 
across California have made tremendous progress in assessing climate risks and developing 
adaptation strategies and plans informed by best-available science, cutting-edge models, and 
robust public input. We cannot afford to waste the resources invested into developing these 
plans, including the collective time donated by stakeholders and community members to 
engage in plan development, by allowing the implementation of these plans to remain 
unfunded. Fully funding the State’s climate budget package will help put these plans into 
action, catalyze planning efforts in communities where comprehensive adaptation plans are 
absent, and build community and organizational capacity to successfully pursue federal funds. 

Cutting or delaying climate funding will only increase costs in the future. According to the 
Global Commission on Adaptation, “the overall rate of return on investments in improved 
resilience is very high, with benefit-cost ratios ranging from 2:1 to 10:1, and in some cases even 
higher.” Numerous additional studies have found that early action to build climate resilience 
will generate high returns on investments resulting from a combination of avoided losses, 
economic benefits, and social and environmental benefits. As the world’s fourth largest 
economy, California stands to gain (or lose) tremendously, depending on the level of State 
investments in climate resilience. 

We thank you for your ongoing leadership and respectfully urge the State to fully restore 

budget allocations for climate programs to match the level of prior State commitments. 

Thank you for your time in considering our comments. We greatly appreciate your ongoing 
leadership and commitment to creating an equitable, climate-resilient California, and remain 
committed to partnering with state agencies to achieve our shared goals. Please do not hesitate 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://gca.org/adapting-to-climate-change-could-add-7-trillion-to-the-global-economy-by-2030/___.YzJ1OmNvdmF2YW5hbjpjOm86MTZjM2MxOTNhNTY3ODFkNmZkYWI5NTA1ZDU1NGQ2MmE6NjpjMjNlOjhkNDkwZmYyOWQwMDRkNDg1MGUzYmQ4NGYyNGM3OTBmNDhiMjQxYWFmMjgxMGI2ODQyZDI1Y2FjYmYwZmQyYTI6cDpU
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://gca.org/adapting-to-climate-change-could-add-7-trillion-to-the-global-economy-by-2030/___.YzJ1OmNvdmF2YW5hbjpjOm86MTZjM2MxOTNhNTY3ODFkNmZkYWI5NTA1ZDU1NGQ2MmE6NjpjMjNlOjhkNDkwZmYyOWQwMDRkNDg1MGUzYmQ4NGYyNGM3OTBmNDhiMjQxYWFmMjgxMGI2ODQyZDI1Y2FjYmYwZmQyYTI6cDpU
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to contact Julia Kim at jkim@civicwell.org if you have any questions or would like to discuss any 
of our comments further. 

Respectfully, 

Roger Dickinson, Policy Director 
CivicWell 

Alex Stillman, Councilmember 
City of Arcata 

Kimberley White, Councilmember 
City of Arcata 

José Trinidad Castañeda, Councilmember  
City of Buena Park 

Salvador Solorio-Ruiz, Councilmember 
City of Delano 

Joy Lyndes, Deputy Mayor 
City of Encinitas 

Max Perrey, Councilmember 
City of Mill Valley 

Peggy Flynn, City Manager 
City of Petaluma 

Soheila Bana, Councilmember 
City of Richmond 

Sudhanshu Jain, Councilmember 
City of Santa Clara 

Fred Keeley, Mayor 
City of Santa Cruz 

Anne Cottrell, Supervisor, District 3 
Napa County 

John Haschak, 3rd District Supervisor 
Mendocino County 

Das Williams, Supervisor 
Santa Barbara County 

Suzanne Smith, Executive Director 
Sonoma County Regional Climate 
Protection Authority 

Sascha Petersen, Founder and Director 
Adaptation International 

Michael McCormick, BayCAN Director 
Bay Area Climate Adaptation Network 

Emilie Mazzacurati, Managing Director 
Caeli Strategy LLC 

Daniel Gluesenkamp, Executive Director 
California Institute for Biodiversity 

Victoria Vasquez, Grants & Public Policy 
Manager 
California ReLeaf 

Heather Allen, Chair 
Central Coast Climate Collaborative 

Ben Schwart, Policy Manager 
Clean Coalition 

Em Johnson, Director of Climate Resilience 
Community Environmental Council 

Ann Edminster, Founder/Principal 
Design AVEnues LLC 

Leslie Alden, Executive Director 
Drawdown Bay Area 

Jacqueline Zipkin, General Manager 
East Bay Dischargers Authority 

Kirsten Liske, VP Community Programs 
Ecology Action 

Michael McCormick, President 
Farallon Strategies 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___mailto:jkim@civicwell.org___.YzJ1OmNvdmF2YW5hbjpjOm86MTZjM2MxOTNhNTY3ODFkNmZkYWI5NTA1ZDU1NGQ2MmE6NjpiMDcwOmM3OGQxNDM3ZTc4MzRjYWMwYzFiMzI5Y2M3MzkwYzJjOGRmNDZiYzkwMDg3ODQ5MjVhZjdhMDc5ZmMxNDQ0MzY6cDpU
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Tonya Graham, Executive Director 
Geos Institute 

Carol DiBenedetto, Strategic Fund 
Development  
Go for the Green Strategies 

Zoe Siegel, Senior Director of Climate 
Resilience 
Greenbelt Alliance 

Jonathan Hammond, Principal 
Indigo Hammond + Playle Architects, 
LLP 

Lisa Baker, Owner 
Lisa A Baker Consulting 

Erin Coutts, Executive Director 
Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for 
Climate Action and Sustainability (LARC) 

Nancy Black, Cofounder 
Mercury Press International 

Mark Northcross, Principal 
NHA Advisors 

Matthew Baker, Policy Director 
Planning and Conservation League 

Winifred Creason, Principal 
Plant Stars 

Angie Hacker, CEO  
Prosper Sustainably 

Gopal Shanker, President 
Récolte Energy 

Jessica Sanders, Executive Director 
Sacramento Tree Foundation 

Pamela Gray Payton, VP/Chief Impact 
and Partnerships Officer 
San Diego Foundation 

Darbi Berry, Director 
San Diego Regional Climate Collaborative  

Ben Stapleton, Executive Director 
USGBC-LA 

Heather Allen, Program Administrator 
Ventura County Regional Energy Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CC: Christy Bouma, Kip Lipper, Marie Liu, Shy Forbes, Christian Griffith, Nicole Vazquez, Elise Wynne, and 
Joanne Roy.  
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March 20, 2023 
 
Integrated Climate Adapta�on and Resiliency Program (ICARP) 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street Sacramento, California 95814 
Telephone: (916) 758-0597 
E-mail: abby.edwards@opr.ca.gov 
 
 
Re: Letter in support of the Community Environmental Council’s Grant 
Application to the Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program for the 
Central Coast Heat Action Plan 
 
Dear ICARP Grant Review Committee, 
 
Ventura County Regional Energy Alliance (VCREA) is pleased to offer our support 
for Community Environmental Council’s application to implement a collaborative 
planning process to address extreme heat impacts throughout Ventura, Santa 
Barbara, and San Luis Obispo counties.  We are proud to partner on this project 
alongside County of Santa Barbara, County of Ventura, Central Coast Climate Justice 
Network, and Ventura County Community Foundation. Together we are seeking 
$650,000 from the ICARP Adaptation Planning Grant program to launch the Central 
Coast Heat Action Coalition resulting in the development of an overarching 
adaptation plan for extreme heat resilience in the three counties. 
 
The Central Coast Extreme Heat Coalition will engage those most impacted by 
extreme heat to identify and prioritize community led solutions that reduce its 
impacts, with particular emphasis on the economic and health disparities related 
thereto. To ensure this process leads to action, the core grant partners will align 
our findings with existing regional and state adaptation priorities in a regional Heat 
Action Plan. The plan will be crafted to ensure that local and regional agencies and 
community partners will be resource-ready to apply for funding and implement its 
priority solutions to make vulnerable neighborhoods resilient to extreme heat. 
 
VCREA is a Joint Powers Authority represen�ng the County of Ventura, ten 
incorporated ci�es, and four special districts working in collabora�on to develop and 
implement sustainable ini�a�ves that support sensible growth, healthy environment 
and economy, enhanced quality of life, inclusion and equity, and greater self-reliance 
for the region. We stand ready to partner to build a more resilient Central Coast for 
and with our vulnerable communi�es. 
 
VCREA supports Community Environmental Council’s request on behalf of our 

Board of Directors 

City of Fillmore 
Chris�na Villaseñor 

City of Port Hueneme 
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City of Santa Paula 
Andy Sobel 

City of Simi Valley 
Mike Judge 

City of Thousand Oaks 
David Newman 

City of Ventura 
Liz Campos 

County of Ventura 
Mat LaVere 

Calleguas Municipal 
Water District 

Scot Quady 

Ventura County 
Community College 

District 

Bernardo Perez 

Ventura Regional 
Sanitation District 

William Ulrich 

Ventura Unified 
School District 

Sabrena Rodriguez 
 

 
Par�cipa�ng Ci�es 

City of Camarillo 
City of Moorpark 

City of Ojai 
 

 

mailto:vcrea.admin@ventura.org
mailto:abby.edwards@opr.ca.gov


extreme heat ac�on partners. Should you have any ques�ons, please feel free to contact Heather Allen, 
VCREA Program Administrator, at (805) 654-2871 or heather.allen@ventura.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather Allen 
VCREA Program Administrator 
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February 28, 2023 
 
Mr. Colby McFarland 
Office of Planning & Environment 
Federal Transit Administra�on 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: Support for Gold Coast Transit District’s Submission to FTA’s FY 2023 
Areas of Persistent Poverty Grant Program 
 
Dear Mr. McFarland: 
 
Ventura County Regional Energy Alliance (VCREA) is pleased to offer this leter of 
support for Gold Coast Transit District’s (GCTD) Scheduling and Dispatching 
Moderniza�on Project submited in response to the Federal Transit Administra�on’s 
(FTA) Fiscal Year 2023 Areas of Persistent Poverty Grant Program No�ce of Funding 
Opportunity. VCREA is a Joint Powers Authority represen�ng the County of Ventura, 
ten incorporated ci�es, and four special districts working in collabora�on to address 
good energy stewardship and achieve climate goals. VCREA is the administrator of the 
Ventura County Reginal EV Ready Blueprint, which is intended to accelerate and 
support equitable electric vehicle and charging infrastructure deployment throughout 
Ventura County.   
 
Many of the communi�es that VCREA and GCTD serve have a median household 
income below the regional average and include mul�ple census tracts highlighted in 
federal and state environmental jus�ce screening tools as facing environmental and 
socioeconomic disadvantages. GCTD’s project will hasten their service planning process 
allowing the agency to be more responsive to the evolving needs within these 
communi�es.   Specifically, the project will allow staff to explore offering innova�ve 
transporta�on op�ons in areas of persistent poverty that would increase access to jobs 
and advance educa�onal opportuni�es for residents.  GCTD also leads the effort in 
western Ventura County to transi�on public transit to zero-emissions vehicles. The 
proposed advanced planning so�ware is cri�cal to the successful incorpora�on of new 
technology that will reduce emissions and improve air quality throughout the 
community, protec�ng public health and the environment.  
 
This project will significantly enhance GCTD’s efforts to support underserved and 
environmental jus�ce popula�ons by removing exis�ng barriers within the 
communi�es it serves. Improving GCTD’s service planning process will result in a more 
responsive, environmentally responsible, and higher quality transit service delivered to 
the ci�zens and transit riders of Ventura County.     
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For these reasons, VCREA is pleased to support this project, which will improve the exis�ng transporta�on 
network to facilitate greater mobility op�ons and increased connec�vity for communi�es in need.  Thank 
you in advance for your considera�on of this project. Should you have any ques�ons, please feel free to 
contact Heather Allen, VCREA Program Administrator, at (805) 654-2871 or heather.allen@ventura.org.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather Allen 
VCREA Program Administrator 
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April 28, 2023 
 
The Honorable Chris Holden 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Appropriations  
1021 O Street, Suite 8220  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Subject: AB 953 (Connolly and Hart) – Voluntary Vessel Speed Reduction & 
Sustainable Shipping Program 
 
Dear Chair Holden: 
 
Ventura County Regional Energy Alliance (VCREA) is pleased to offer our support for AB 
953 (Connolly and Hart), which will develop a statewide voluntary vessel speed 
reduc�on (VSR) and sustainable shipping program for the California coast to reduce air 
pollu�on, the risk of fatal vessel strikes on whales, and harmful underwater acous�c 
impacts. Specifically, the statewide program will provide publicity to par�cipants, 
collect data on program benefits, and will provide financial incen�ves to par�cipants to 
the extent funding is available. This program would build upon the exis�ng Protecting 
Blue Whales and Blue Skies VSR program for coastal areas of Santa Barbara, Ventura, 
and the Bay Area, expanding to include Monterey, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, and the 
North Coast, which would yield addi�onal public health and ecosystem benefits. This 
bill would task the Ocean Protec�on Council, in coordina�on with California air districts 
along the coast and in consulta�on with the United States Coast Guard, the federal 
Office of Na�onal Marine Sanctuaries, the federal Environmental Protec�on Agency, 
the United States Navy, the State Air Resources Board, and other stakeholders, to 
create a statewide voluntary vessel speed reduc�on and sustainable shipping program 
for the California coast. 
 
Since the Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies program’s incep�on in 2014 through 
2021, it has achieved 526,211 slow speed miles, a reduc�on of more than 2,300 tons of 
oxides of nitrogen (NOx), a reduc�on of over 76,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and an es�mated 50 percent decreased risk of fatal whale strikes during 
prime migra�on season in the targeted coastal areas. This program has encouraged 
ocean-going container vessels and other ships to voluntarily travel 10 knots or less in 
the designated areas to reduce air pollu�on and harmful whale strikes by providing 
small incen�ves and publicity to program par�cipants.  
 
Every year, the world’s largest container ships and auto carriers make thousands of 
transits along the California coast, with an es�mated 120 tons per day of NOx, a major 
contributor to smog and acid rain, being emited within 100 nau�cal miles of the coast. 
These emissions nega�vely affect the public health of coastal communi�es and cause 
some areas of the coast to exceed na�onal and state ambient air quality standards. 
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Chris�na Villaseñor 
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Laura Hernandez 
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Gabriela Basua 
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Mike Judge 

City of Thousand Oaks 
David Newman 

City of Ventura 
Liz Campos 

County of Ventura 
Mat LaVere 

Calleguas Municipal 
Water District 

Scot Quady 

Ventura County 
Community College 

District 

Bernardo Perez 

Ventura Regional 
Sanitation District 

William Ulrich 

Ventura Unified 
School District 

Sabrena Rodriguez 
 

 
Par�cipa�ng Ci�es 

City of Camarillo 
City of Moorpark 

City of Ojai 
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However, ocean-going vessels are not subject to any state or federal engine requirements that can 
guarantee emission reduc�ons. 
 
VCREA is a Joint Powers Authority represen�ng the County of Ventura, ten incorporated ci�es, and four 
special districts working in collabora�on to develop and implement sustainable ini�a�ves that support a 
healthy environment and economy. VCREA assists in regional planning to mi�gate and address impacts 
from climate change.  Accordingly, we support AB 953 because expanding the VSR and sustainable 
shipping program for the en�re California coast would improve air quality and community health, reduce 
fuel use and regional greenhouse gas emissions, and protect whales. We appreciate the opportunity to 
submit our comments on this important piece of legisla�on and urge you to support AB 953 when it comes 
before you for considera�on. Should you have any ques�ons, please feel free to contact Heather Allen, 
VCREA Program Administrator, at (805) 654-2871 or heather.allen@ventura.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather Allen 
VCREA Program Administrator 
 
cc:   The Honorable Damon Connolly, Assemblymember, 12th District 
 The Honorable Gregg Hart, Assemblymember, 37th District        
 Members of the Assembly Commitee on Appropria�ons   
 Aeron Arlin Genet, Santa Barbara County Air Pollu�on Control District  
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